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The Problem 
 

As Congress works on the next transportation authorization, questions abound as to how we 

will continue to fund our needed infrastructure maintenance and investments. Just to 

maintain funding at current levels, we need to compensate for the gap in projected Highway 

Trust Fund (HTF) receipts in the next year.  
 

The HTF is the primary federal component of highway funding in the United States and is 

generated mainly through user fees or fuel taxes. But the advent of increasingly fuel-efficient 

vehicles and electric cars has dramatically changed projected receipts for the HTF, meaning 

that we are now spending more than we are bringing in. As fuel-efficient technology 

progresses, serious changes in our approach to highway funding will be needed to address 

continuing funding shortfalls. 
 

With a shortfall fast approaching, it is imperative that we address this issue immediately. 

 

How Did We Get Here? 
 

The revenue streams flowing into the Highway Trust Fund have not been adjusted in almost 

20 years and no new revenue sources have been created. At the same time, demands on the 

highway, roadway, and bridge systems have grown dramatically. Furthermore, the last 

surface transportation reauthorization included annual investment levels well above 

incoming trust fund revenues. As a result, the trust fund’s existing cash balance was 

structurally liquidated and the next bill must rely on existing or new sources of revenues. 

 

Where Do We Go From Here? 
 

ATSSA recognizes that the Highway Trust Fund is no longer solvent and that we need to 

investigate new alternatives to fund our nation’s vital transportation infrastructure needs. 

Conversations on Capitol Hill have focused on a variety of potential solutions to the HTF 

funding crisis, but there is currently no clear leader among the many proposed options. 
 

ATSSA staff members have prepared an outline of several different options for addressing 

this HTF funding crisis. As you call your legislators and meet with your Members of 

Congress in their district offices, you can provide the enclosed document to congressional 

staffers and discuss these options. 
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact ATSSA staff at (202) 454-5246 or via 

email at laura.perrotta@atssa.com.  
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